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    A Crash Course

    Simple Truths

By President Boyd K. Packer
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

I speak to you today as a teacher. I reflect the influence of a teacher that I knew more than 
fifty years ago. As is often the case, the influence of that teacher did not center on 
the subject he taught. Dr. Schaefer was a professor of mathematics at Washington 
State University at Pullman, Washington. He was quite unimpressive in 

appearance. I don’t remember his first  name, but I shall never forget the first thing 
he said the first day we met.  It was during World War II. 

We were in pilot training and had been sent to the university for what we were 
told would be a crash course in meteorology, weather, navigation, physics, 
aerodynamics, and other technical subjects. We thought the title “Crash 
course” was not very encouraging to student pilots. The word intense 
would have been better.  The pressure was enormous because those 
who failed the course would be washed out of the pilot program. I 
was in competition with cadets, many of whom had been to college; 
some of them had had some advanced training, while I had barely 
escaped from high school.  Dr. Schaefer was to take us from 
basic mathematics through calculus in just a matter of weeks. I 
thought it was hopeless, until that first few minutes in the first 
class. He began the class with this announcement: “While 
many of you have had some college, even advanced courses 
in what we are to study, it will be my purpose to teach the 
beginners. I am asking those of you who know the subject 
to be patient while I teach the basics to those who do 
not.” Encouraged by what he said and more by how he 
taught, I was able to pass that course with reasonable 
ease. It might otherwise have been impossible.

When I decided to become a teacher, Dr. 
Schaefer’s example inspired me to try to the 
best of my ability to teach basic, simple truths 
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in the most understandable way. 
I have learned how very difficult 
it is to simplify.  Years after the 
war, I returned to Washington 
State University and found Dr. 
Schaefer. He, of course, did not 
remember me. I was just one of 
many hundreds of cadets in his 
classes. I thanked him for what 
he had taught me. The math and 
calculus had long since faded 
away, but not his example as a 
teacher.

So, following that example, today 
I want to tell you something 
about the Church. The things 
that I shall tell you are not 
explained in the scriptures, 
although they conform to the 

principles taught in the scriptures.
      A principle is an enduring 
truth, a law, a rule you can adopt 
to help you in making decisions. 
Generally principles are not spelled 
out in detail. That leaves you free 
to adapt and to find your way with 
an enduring truth, a principle,            
as an anchor.
      The things I am going to tell 
you are not explained in our 
handbooks or manuals either. Even 
if they were, most of you don’t have 
handbooks—not the Melchizedek 
Priesthood or Relief Society 
handbooks and the others—
because they are given only to the 
leaders.    I will be speaking about 
what I call the “unwritten order of 
things.” My lesson might be entitled 
“The Ordinary Things about the 
Church Which Every Member 

Should Know.” Although 
they are very 

ordinary things, they are, nevertheless, 
very important! We somehow assume 
that everybody knows all the ordinary 
things already. If you do know them, 
you must have learned them through 
observation and experience, for they 
are not written anywhere and they 
are not taught in classes. So, as we 
continue, if you are ones that know it 
all, be patient while I teach those who 
do not—and take a nap.

The basic foundation of knowledge 
and testimony never changes—the 
testimony that God the Father lives, 
that Jesus is the Christ, that the Holy 
Ghost inspires us, that there has been 
a restoration, that the fullness of the 
gospel and the same organization that 
existed in the primitive church have 
been revealed to us. Those things are 
taught everywhere and always—in our 
classes, the scriptures, the handbooks 
and the manuals—in everything we 


